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The purpose of the paper is to contribute to a better understanding of international labour standards and their application with regards to labour 
recruitment, regulatory models and approaches aimed at preventing human trafficking and exploitation of workers in the recruitment process and 
models of enforcement to ensure compliance with national law and international standards. Special emphasis is put on the protection of migrant 
workers in the context of cross-border recruitment and placement.

The paper aims to present a basic framework for identifying emerging good practices for further discussion. As such, it can also be used as a 
preliminary baseline for the implementation of the second strategic objective of the International Labour Organization’s Fair Recruitment Initiative–
strengthening laws, policies and enforcement mechanisms to protect workers from abusive and fraudulent recruitment practices. While the extent 
and manifestations of those abuses have been extensively covered by other reports, there is now a need to focus on emerging practices to 
enhance protection of workers from abuse, especially in the context of cross-border migration.

The paper is primarily a descriptive presentation of international labour standards and national laws, regulations and enforcement mechanisms. It 
focuses in particular on private recruiters and employment agents. It is presented as a work in progress to solicit feedback and comments to further 
enhance research design and develop a rigorous baseline against which progress can be measured in the future.
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